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Because prior notice and opportunity
for public comment are not required for
this interim final rule by 5 U.S.C. 553,
or any other law, the analytical
requirements of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601 et seq., are
inapplicable.

An EA and Regulatory Impact Review
(RIR) were drafted in support of the
emergency rule. The RIR ensures that
NMFS systematically and
comprehensively considers all available
alternatives so that the public welfare
can be enhanced in the most efficient
and cost effective way. This interim
final rule adjusts a conversion ratio
multiplier to reflect the upper limit of
the range that was considered in the RIR
analysis for the emergency rule. (See:
Secretarial Emergency Action for the
Deep-Sea Red Crab (Chaceon
quinquedens) Fishery: Environmental
Assessment/Regulatory Impact Review)
This change is being made to respond to
industry concerns that indicate their
method of butchering at sea red crabs is
different from that discussed in the EA,
and results in a different recovery rate.
Applying the revised multiplier to the
current possession limit of 65,000 lbs
(29.5 mt) could yield an equivalent
possession limit of approximately
41,670 lb (18.9 mt), as compared to
37,791 lb (17.1 mt) with the 1.72
multiplier. This increase in landings
will have a positive impact on those
who butcher red crab at sea. The
additional allowance of landings should
have no impact on vessels that do not
butcher at sea and on the overall total
allowable catch level because the total
weight of whole crabs harvested would
remain the same. It is only the landings
total that would change for the vessel(s)
that butcher at sea. Thus, there should
be no resulting loss in revenues for the
rest of the fleet. No new information on
landings is available since the
preparation of the RIR. This interim
final rule has been determined to be not
significant for the purposes of E.O.
12866.

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 648

Fishing, Fisheries, Vessel permits,
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements.

Dated: July 17, 2001.

William T. Hogarth,
Acting Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

For the reasons set out in the
preamble, 50 CFR part 648, subpart M,
which is effective through November 14,
2001, is amended as follows:

PART 648—FISHERIES OF THE
NORTHEASTERN UNITED STATES

1. The authority citation for part 648
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
2. In § 648.265, paragraph (a) is

suspended and paragraph (d) is added
to read as follows:

§ 648.265 Possession and landing limits.

* * * * *
(d) A vessel or operator of a vessel

that has been issued a valid LOA under
this subpart may fish for, catch, possess,
transport, land, sell, trade, barter, or
process at sea up to 65,000 lb (29.5 mt)
of whole red crab (including culls) or its
equivalent, per fishing trip. For red crab
meat-only, the equivalent weight of
whole red crab is the weight of red crab
meat multiplied by 4. For red crab parts
other than whole or meat-only, the
equivalent weight of whole red crab is
the weight of red crab parts multiplied
by 1.56.

§§ 648.262, 648.263, 648.265, and 648.268
[Amended]

3. In addition to the amendments set
forth above, in the following sections,
remove the words ‘‘§ 648.265(a)’’, each
time it appears, and add in its place the
words ‘‘648.265 (d)’’:

Section Paragraph

648.262 (a)
648.263 (a)
648.265 (c)
648.268 (a) (1)
648.268 (a) (5)
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Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Northern Rockfish in
the Western Regulatory Area of the
Gulf of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for northern rockfish in the
Western Regulatory Area of the Gulf of

Alaska (GOA). This action is necessary
to prevent exceeding the 2001 total
allowable catch (TAC) of northern
rockfish in this area.
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), July 18, through 2400 hrs,
A.l.t., December 31, 2001.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mary Furuness, 907–586–7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for the Groundfish Fishery of the
Gulf of Alaska (FMP) prepared by the
North Pacific Fishery Management
Council under authority of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act.
Regulations governing fishing by U.S.
vessels in accordance with the FMP
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600
and 50 CFR part 679.

The 2001 TAC of northern rockfish for
the Western Regulatory Area was
established as 600 metric tons (mt) by
the Final 2001 Harvest Specifications
and Associated Management Measures
for the Groundfish Fisheries Off Alaska
(66 FR 7276, January 22, 2001).

In accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the 2001 TAC for
northern rockfish in the Western
Regulatory Area will be reached.
Therefore, the Regional Administrator is
establishing a directed fishing
allowance of 550 mt, and is setting aside
the remaining 50 mt as bycatch to
support other anticipated groundfish
fisheries. In accordance with §
679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional
Administrator finds that this directed
fishing allowance has been reached.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for northern rockfish in
the Western Regulatory Area of the
GOA.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
may be found in the regulations at §
679.20(e) and (f).

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA,
finds that the need to immediately
implement this action to avoid
exceeding the 2001 TAC of northern
rockfish for the Western Regulatory
Area of the GOA constitutes good cause
to waive the requirement to provide
prior notice and opportunity for public
comment pursuant to the authority set
forth at 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(3)(B) and 50 CFR
679.20(b)(3)(iii)(A), as such procedures
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would be unnecessary and contrary to
the public interest. Similarly, the need
to implement these measures in a timely
fashion to avoid exceeding the 2001
TAC of northern rockfish for the
Western Regulatory Area of the GOA
constitutes good cause to find that the
effective date of this action cannot be
delayed for 30 days. Accordingly, under
5 U.S.C. 553(d), a delay in the effective
date is hereby waived.

This action is required by § 679.20
and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 18, 2001.
Bruce C. Morehead,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 01–18314 Filed 7–18–01; 4:11 pm]
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679

[Docket No. 010112013–1013–01; I.D.
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Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Ocean Perch
in the Central Aleutian District of the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for Pacific ocean perch in the
Central Aleutian District of the Bering

Sea and Aleutian Islands management
area (BSAI). This action is necessary to
prevent exceeding the 2001 total
allowable catch (TAC) of Pacific ocean
perch in this area.
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), July 18, 2001, through 2400
hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 2001.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mary Furuness, 907–586–7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
BSAI exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for the Groundfish Fishery of the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Area
(FMP) prepared by the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council under
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act. Regulations governing fishing by
U.S. vessels in accordance with the FMP
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600
and 50 CFR part 679.

The 2001 TAC of Pacific ocean perch
for the Central Aleutian District was
established as 2,368 metric tons (mt) by
the Final 2001 Harvest Specifications
and Associated Management Measures
for the Groundfish Fisheries Off Alaska
(66 FR 7276, January 22, 2001).

In accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the 2001 TAC for
Pacific ocean perch in the Central
Aleutian District will be reached.
Therefore, the Regional Administrator is
establishing a directed fishing
allowance of 2,068 mt, and is setting
aside the remaining 300 mt as bycatch
to support other anticipated groundfish
fisheries. In accordance with §
679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional
Administrator finds that this directed
fishing allowance has been reached.

Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for Pacific ocean perch
in the Central Aleutian District of the
BSAI.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
may be found in the regulations at §
679.20(e) and (f).

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA,
finds that the need to immediately
implement this action to avoid
exceeding the 2001 TAC of Pacific
ocean perch for the Central Aleutian
District of the BSAI constitutes good
cause to waive the requirement to
provide prior notice opportunity for
public comment pursuant to the
authority set forth at 5 U.S.C.
553(b)(3)(B) and 50 CFR
679.20(b)(3)(iii)(A), as such procedures
would be unnecessary and contrary to
the public interest. Similarly, the need
to implement these measures in a timely
fashion to avoid exceeding the 2001
TAC of Pacific ocean perch for the
Central Aleutian District of the BSAI
constitutes good cause to find that the
effective date of this action cannot be
delayed for 30 days. Accordingly, under
5 U.S.C. 553(d), a delay in the effective
date is hereby waived.

This action is required by § 679.20
and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 18, 2001.
Bruce C. Morehead,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 01–18315 Filed 7–18–01; 4:11 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S
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